,

have to make it ourselves...

esigning and building an exhaust

system is something of an art form,

you only have to have a look at some
of the products from the top fabricators and
exhaust companies to see that. However,
high-level workmanship comes with a high-
level price tag, which is fine if you're
Malcolm Wilson and have a million pound
budget. Or if you are building a huge power
one-off project that needs something a bit
special, then many people will dig deep
and shell out on something a bit pricey,
but not all of us have access to a Bill Gates-
sized wad of cash when it comes to project
cars, so we felt the need to investigate
another option.

The option of using an off-the-shelf
system for our application wasn't there. As
far as we know, there jsn't an exhaust
manufacturer anywhere that lists a full
system for a Zetec Turbo Ka, and with the
custom fabricated option already dismissed
due to the teeny budget, there was only one
option... We were going to have to build
-something ourselves!

We enlisted the help of exhaust
manufacturer Jetex, who has a huge listing
of universal straights, bends and flexi joints,
not to mention an even bigger range of
silencers in all manner of lengths and
diameters. All we would have to do is work
out what we need, and then figure out how
to put it all together!

As our Ka is a little bit crazy already, we
decided to build on this further by 0vi\/inu it a
crazy exhaust. The 270bhp+ power ?iﬂurz
that was recorded on the dyno deter?nined
we would need at least a 2.5" diameter pipe
so we chose the biggest silencer we could '

Words: Nick Pics: Dave

find, as we were only planning on using one
and lthen a series of bends and straiahtb :
sgcthns which would allow us to exﬁ the
pipeina slash cut just in front of the
driver's side rear wheel. We also opted to
use mild steel to help keep costs down.
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DIY EXCHAUST

MANUFACTURING
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DIY EXHAUST
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RELPI 2=

‘ T—
Pt KPIPE DIAMETER Vs BHP
WHAT IT COSTS

r Suitable for power
3 x Mild steel metre pipe with swaged ends £7.28 each outputs up to 100bhp
2 x Mild steel 30 bends with swaged ends £7.93 sach
1 x Aluminised steel compensator/flesi Jjoint £40.91 Suitable for power

outputs 100-200bhp
1 % Aluminised steel Tubex silencer fE292
5% 25 U clamps £210 each
Weldi :
eldmg £25.00 Suitable for power
Sy outputs 150-275bhp
£213.88 (inc. UAT)

Suitable for power
outputs 250-500bhp

Suitable for power
outputs 200-350bhp
Nl

Jetex Exhausts - 01789 298989 www.jetex.co.uk,
Steve Stripe at Xworkss for lending us his workshop and

We were pretty happy with the end result of our efforts. It took us half a
day, with us spending most of it lying on a cold concrete floor, but for a little
over £200, we've managed to build a full exhaust system that looks cool, will
hopefully sound awesome, and probably be loud enough to annoy us, our
neighbours and the local constabulary... Job done...

welder - 01621
828889
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